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INTRODUCTION TO LATIN 


ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM 


INTRO EXAM A 


CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 

1. Equi sub arbore stant. A) near the tree B) under the tree C) away from the tree D) around the tree 

2. Tace, Marce! Semper tu clamas . A) I am shouting B) you are shouting C) she is shouting D) they are shouting 

3. Publius est amicus_. A) bonus B) bona C) bonam D) bonos 

4. Marcus miser est quod equos non videt. A) and B) although C) where D) because 

5. Nympha nautis cantabat . A) was singing B) sings C) will sing D) to sing 

6. Servi_ad villam portant. A) statuae B) statuarum C) statuis D) statuas 

7. Quot stellae sunt in pictura? A) tres B) quattuor C) quinque D) sex 

8. Tullia est filia reginae . A) the queen B.) with the queen C) of the queen D) by the queen 

9. Quis est puer in horto? A) What B) Who C) Where D) Why 

10. Your teacher asks, "Quid est ndmen tibi?" What would be the best response? A) Sol lucet 

B) Vale C) Marcus D) Quattuor 

11. Senatores in Curia sedent . A) are sitting B) were sitting C) will sit D) sat 

12. What is the Gorgon doing in the picture? A) dormit B) linguam demonstrat 

C) in caeld volat D) cum viro pugnat 

13. Parate, servi, cibum in culina! A) Prepare B) I prepare C) They are preparing D) To prepare 

14. Pirata dicit, " Da mihi pecuniam!" A) Give us B) Give me C) Give him D) Give them 

15. Magistra discipulos in scholam laete vocat. A) happily B) are happy C) is happy D) happiness 

16. Timemus ambulare in via. A) we were walking B) to walk C) they are walking D) walk 

17. Poeta fabulam de bello narrabat. A) war B)to thewar C)inthewar D) about the war 

18. What do you see in the picture? A) Puella cantat. B) Puella in silva ambulat. 

C) Puella stilum tenet. D) Puella in riv5 natat. 

19. Sunt multa templa in Foro Romano. A) There is B) We are C) There are D) You are 

20. Julius Caesar was assassinated in XLIV B.C. A) 34 B) 44 C) 54 D) 64 

21. Crispus est gladiator. Ubi pugnat? A) in amphitheatro B) in horto C) in culina D) in templo 

22. What garment did all men, women, and slaves in ancient Rome normally wear? A) stola B) toga C) tunica D) palla 

23. Mater duas filias et tres fllids habet. Quot liberi sunt? A) VTII B) VI C) V D) IV 

24. Quis erat pater Romuli et Remi? A) Pluto B) Mars C) Neptune D) Mercury 

25. The behavior of lunatics was thought to be influenced by the A) moon B) mountains C) sea D) sun 
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Exam continued on other side 



26. Rome is often called the Etemal City. What number is Rorae on the map? 

A) 1 B) 3 C) 4 D) 5 

27. Greece had much influence upon the civilization of Rome. What number is Greece 
on the map? A) 1 B) 3 C) 4 D) 6 

28. Which abbreviation means "pay attention?" A) N.B. B) etc. C) S.RQ.R. D) e.g. 

29. On an old map, the phrase terra incognita indicates A) unknown land B) long river 
C) mountain chain D) inland sea 

30. The Greek god of the sun, music, and prophecy is_. A) Hermes B) Zeus 

C) Poseidon D) Apollo 



RE AD THE STORY AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

A FARMER AND HIS HARVEST 
This is a story about a farmer who is trying to Harvest his grain. 


Agricola agrum habet. In agro est frumentum et agricola 
frumentum curat. Mox agricola frumentum secabit . 

Agricola in agro cum filio est. Agricola filio dicit, 
"Frumentum est maturum . Amicos vocabo et mihi 
auxilium ferent ." Agricola miser est quod amici non 
veniunt. 

Tum agricola ad agrum cum filio iterum venit. Agricola 
filio dicit, "Amici non veniunt. Propinquos vocabo. Mihi 
auxilium ferent." Iterum agricola miser est quod propinqui 
non veniunt. 

Agricola in agrum cum filio iterum venit. Agricola dicit, 
"Amici et propinqui non veniunt. Cras ego ipse frumentum 
secabo." 

Agricola frumentum secat et panem facit. 

Panem edunt et agricola dicit, "Panis est optimus quod ego 
ipse meum frumentum secavi ." 

Adapted from Aesop's Fables 


1 frumentum = grain 

2 mox = soon; seco, secare = cut down 

3 

4 maturum = ripe; vocabo = I will call 

5 auxilium ferent = they will bring help 

6 

7 iterum = again 

8 Propinquos = relatives 

9 
10 
11 

12 Cras = tomorrow; ipse = myself 

13 

14 panem = bread 

15 edunt = eat; optimus = very good 

16 secavi = have cut down 


31. What is the meaning of in agro (line 1)? A) of the field B) from the field C) to the field D) in the field 

32. Quis curat frumentum (lines 1-2)? A) propinquus B) amicus C) filius D) agricola 

33. Who is with the farmer in his field (line 3)? A) his wife B) his horse C) his son D) his friends 

34. What is the best translation of secabit (line 2)? A) was cutting down B) will cut down C) has cut down D) cuts down 

35. In line 4, whom does the farmer call on first to help with the grain? A) his son B) his wife C) his relatives D) his friends 

36. Why is the farmer sad (lines 5-6 and 9-10)? A) It is always raining B) No one will help him cut down his grain 
C) His relatives stole ali his grain D) His horse ran away 

37. From line 8 we leam that A) the farmer will call upon relatives for help B) the farmer does not like his family 
C) the farmer wants to sell his grain at market D) the farmer needs to help his friends 

38. In lines 12-13, what does the farmer decide to do about his ripe grain? A) He will wait for his friends to come 
B) He will wait for his relatives to come C) He will set fire to his grain D) He will cut down the grain himself 

39. Why does the farmer think his bread is very good (lines 15-16)? A) He cut down the grain hims elf 

B) He bought the bread at the store C) His friends brought him bread D) He can share the bread with his son 

40. The lesson Aesop is trying to teach in this fable is A) Anything worth doing is worth doing well. 

B) The early bird catches the worm. C) If you want something done, do it yourself. D) Treat others as you wish to be treated. 
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2002 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATINI I EXAM B 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 

1. Romulus cum fratre Remo pugnavit . A) is fighting B) was fighting C) fought D) will fight 

2. Decem minus tres sunt A) quinque B) octo C) quattuor D) septem 

3. Mater regis erat serva. A) of the king B) to the king C) from the king D) by the king 

4. Quis erat dux Graecus in bello Troiano? A) Why B) Who C) What D) Where 

5. Poeta multas_de stellis scripsit. A) fabula B) fabulas C) fabulis D) fabularum 

6. Which one of the following commands would a teacher NOT give to the students in class? A) Aperite libros B) Scribite responsum 
C) Dormite semper D) Legite libros 

7. Cras dux milites de periculo monebit . A) will wam B) has wamed C) was waming D) wams 

8. Cornelia amicis librum de Rdma antiqua dedit. A) from her friends B) to her friends C) by her friends D) with her friends 

9. Tres linguas et scribo et lego . A) I neither read nor write B) I only read and write C) I both read and write D) I read or write 

10. Cives reginam amabant quod semper bona erat. A) why B) what C) how D) because 

11. _Appennini sunt in Italia. A) Montes B) Montium C) Montem D) Montibus 

12. Magistra rogat discipulum, "Quid agis?" Discipulus respondet: A) Bene B) Nunc C) Absunt D) Hodie 

13. Multi amici ad Circum Maximum hodie veniunt. A) out of B) by C) to D) from 

14. Spartacus servos liberare temptabat. A) will free B) was freeing C) to free D) is freeing 

15. Novam stolam habet . A) she had B) she used to have C) she has D) she will have 

16. In Italia et in Graecia ruinas templorum vidimus. A) to the temples B) from the temples C) of the temples D) by the temples 

17. Quot sorores et fratres habes? A) What B) How many C) Why D) When 

18. Sunt multae linguae in Europa. A) There were B) There will be C) There have been D) There are 

19. The Roman goddess of wisdom, often depicted with an owl, was A) Minerva B) Juno C) Venus D) Diana 

20. Which of the following words is NOT a derivative of mitto? A) mission B) remit C) commit D) misery 

21. Many historians believe that the Roman Empire reached its height after the rule of Trajan, who died in A.D. H7. A) LVII B) CXVII 
C) MVII D) CVII 

22. Which of the following cities is farthest south? A) Carthage B) Naples C) Pompeii D) Rome 

23. In what building in the Roman Forum did the senators usually meet? A) temple B) curia C) basilica D) Colosseum 

24. The trident and horses were associated with A) Neptune B) Orpheus C) Cyclops D) Aeneas 

25. Which of the following countries is an island? A) Hispania B) Gallia C) Britannia D) Germania 

26. The abbreviation for the Latin expression that means "for example" is A) p.m. B) A.D. C) N.B. D) e.g. 

27. A derivative from voco, vocare that refers to a calling together of people is A) vocation B) avocation C) revocation D) convocation 

28. Which of these events happened first? A) Tarquinius Superbus was king B) Rome became a republic 
C) Romulus and Remus were rescued by a wolf D) Augustus was made emperor 

READ THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

DUAE PUELLAE ET DUO EQUI 
Will the favorite horse win the competition? 


Olim Maria equum pulchrum habebat. Nomen equi erat Rex. Amica, 
nomine Lucia, equum non habebat sed equum cupiebat . Deinde avia 
epistulam ad Luciam scripsit, "Tibi meum equum donabo. Equi nomen est 
Maximus quod maximos pedes et maximas aures habet." Laeta Lucia equum 
amabat! Omnes equum pulchrum Mariae laudabant sed equum Luciae 
deridebant . Rex, equus Mariae, bene currebat et semper praemium accipie¬ 
bat. Maximus saepe temptabat sed praemium non accipiebat. Tum magnum 
certamen equestre erat. Erant multi spectatores. Pluebat et erat multum 
lutum in agro. Equi in alto luto bene currere non poterant . Maximus tamen 
bene currere poterat quod maximi pedes in lutum non submergebantur . 
Maximus erat victor! Praemium accepit! Omnes clamabant, "Gratulationes!" 


1 

2 cupiebat = wanted; avia = grandmother 

3 

4 Maximus = name meaning "Very Big"; aures = ears 

5 

6 deridebant = were making fun of; praemium = prize 

7 

8 certamen equestre = horse competition; Pluebat = it was raining 

9 lutum = mud; non poterant = were not able; tamen = however 

10 non submergebantur = did not sink 

11 


29. Quis equum pulchrum habebat (line 1)? A) Maria B) Lucia C) Rex D) Pater 

30. Quis equum non habebat sed equum cupiebat (lines 1-2)? A) Maria B) Lucia C) Rex D) Pater 

31. Donabo (line 3) is translated A) I am giving B) I have given C) I was giving D) I shall give 

32. Quis epistulam ad Luciam scripsit (lines 2-3)? A) Lucia B) Maria C) mater D) avia 

33. In line 3, tibi is best translated A) from you B) to you C) by you D) with you 

34. Which of the following sentences describes Lucia's horse, Maximus (line 4)? A) He had very big feet B) He had very small ears 
C) He was a beautiful horse D) He did not try 

35. Why was Lucia happy (lines 4-5)? A) Her grandmother was coming for a visit B) Her father and mother found a horse for her 

C) Maria's horse was not lame D) She loved the horse her grandmother sent 

36. Everyone praised Maria's horse (line 5) because A) he was beautiful B) he had a long tail C) he held his head high 

D) he could run in any kind of weather 

37. In lines 6-7, accipiebat is best translated A) he is receiving B) he was receiving C) he has received D) he will receive 

38. Which of the following statements is NOT true about events on the day of the big competition (lines 8-9)? A) It was raining 

B) There was deep mud in the field C) The horses could not run well D) There were very few spectatore 

39. What advantage did Maximus have in the contest (lines 9-10)? A) His big feet did not sink into the mud B) The rain stopped 

C) He was the most beautiful D) The sun came out 

40. How did everyone react to the fact that Maximus won the competition (line 11)? Everyone was A) envious B) confased 
C) happy D) disappointed 
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II 


EXAMC 


2002 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATINII 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 


1. Romani tria bella illo anno pugnabant. A) for those years B) in that year C) of that year D) those years 

2. Quam celeriter Hannibal Alpes transibat! A) too quickly B) with ali speed C) very quickly D) how quickly 

3. Visne mecum ad forum ambulare? A) Can you B) Do you want C) Should you D) How did you 

4. Quot sunt viginti minus novem? A) undecim B) undeviginti C) quindecim D) octo 

5. Cuius pueri pater est medicus? A) to which boy B) fforn whose boy C) which boy's D) the boys who 

6. Puer, a fratre visus, fugiebat. A) seeing B) having been seen C) I saw D) about to see 

7. Ille senator auxilium a civibus petivit. A) from the citizens B) for the citizens C) about the citizens D) with the citizens 

8. Nolite timere , pueri; vos servabo! A) No one fears B) Why are you afraid C) I don't want to scare D) Don't be afraid 

9. Puella stulta putat se texturam esse melius quam deam. A) if she should weave B) that she wove C) that she will weave D) if anyone can weave 

10. Filia Iulii Caesaris_appellata est. A) Iulia B) Iuliae C) Iiiliam D) Iulia 

11. Quis ad ludos tecum veniet ? A) is coming B) came C) will come D) used to come 

12. Ego, ad scholam ambulans , consulem vidi. A) having walked B) about to walk C) to walk D) while walking 

13. Angustiis tres tunicas gessisse dicitur. A) to have wom B) to wear C) is wearing D) will wear 

14. Quomodo illos equos invenire poteris? A) Why B) How C) Where D) With whom 

15. Dic mihi tuum nomen, quaeso. A) I teli myself B) She telis us C) Teli me D) Who telis you 

16. Quem putas optimum gladiatorem omnium esse? A) everyone B) for all C) by everyone D)ofall 

17. Licet tibi puellam videre. A) You want to see the girl. B) The girl wants to see you. C) You may see the girl. D) You see the girl likes you. 

18. Propter turbam orator audiri n5n poterat. A) to be heard B) to have heard C) to hear D) having been heard 

19. Circe, the Sirens, and the Cyclops are characters in the wanderings of A) Perseus B) Hercules C) Ulysses D) Theseus 

20. The salesman made us a bona fide offer. A) too good to be true B) fair and honest C) not very good D) good for a day 

21. Invaders crossed this river dividing Germany and Gaul to attack some of Caesar's allies. A) Rhine B) Nile C) Tiber D) Po 

22. Praetor : basilica : : senator :_ A) theatrum B) thermae C) curia D) circus 

23. Implacable, placid, and complacent all derive from a Latin root meaning A) finish B) please C) twist D) be thirsty 

24. With what popular entertainment are albati, spina, quadriga, circus associated? A) stage productions B) gladiatorial combats C) chariot racing 
D) public bathing 

25. Sailing eastward from Athens across the Aegean Sea, which country do you reach? A) Turkey B) Egypt C) Italy D) Spain 

26. Five Roman armies were defeated by a force of slaves led by this escaped gladiator. A) Hannibal B) Pompey C) Scipio D) Spartacus 

27. How did Caesar write centum duodeviginti? A) CXXII B) CXVIII C) CXXIX D) CXII 

28. What would be a proper context for the Latin phrase ignosce mihi? A) thanking someone for a gift B) cheering for your team 
C) finding money in your pocket D) bumping into someone 

29. "As a Greek prisoner on Crete, I designed the labyrinth, and later escaped on wings I made myself. Who am I?" A) Theseus B) Minotaur 
C) Pegasus D) Daedalus 

30. The malignity in her voice was obvious to all. A) fear B) sweetness C) hatred D) 

READ THE STORY AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

WHAT PRICE FOR PEACE? 

King Pyrrhus of Epirus sends an envoy, Cineas, to the Roman senate (ca. 275 B.C.). 

Rex Pyrrhus post multas victorias pacem cum Romanis petebat et legatum Cineam 
ad senatum misit. De amico Cinea hoc saepe dicebatur a Pyrrho: "Plures urbes 
verbis Cineae quam vi et armis occupavi." Cineas, ubi in senatum Romanum venit, 

Pyrrhum aequas que pacis condiciones laudabat; senatdres ad pacem vertebat. Tum 
Appius Claudius, qui saepe in senatum ndn veniebat quod caecus et senior erat, 
graviter senatores monuit: " Dignitatem salutemque amittetis, si has condiciones 
accipietis. Ego, qui senex sum et multa vidi, vobis haec dico. Huic legatd regis 
breviter respondete: Romani confirmabunt pacem cum nullo hoste qui ndn e terris 
nostris discesserit." Hoc responso datd. Cineas ad Pyrrhum rediit et, "Roma," regi 
inquit, "mihi templum esse visa est , et senatdres eius reges sunt." 

—Adapted from several ancient sources. 

31. Why did Pyrrhus send Cineas to Rome (lines 1 -2)? A) He wanted to make peace B) The Romans had often defeated him 

C) Cineas was a friend of the Romans D) He admired Roman bravery 

32. What is the best translation of hoc saepe dicebatur (line 2)? A) he had often said this B) this one often said C) this was often said 

D) this will often be said 

33. In lines 2-3, what does Pyrrhus say about Cineas? A) Cineas has conquered many cities by himself B) Cineas' words force me to conquer more cities 

C) Cineas uses more words than cities I have conquered D) I've conquered more cities with Cineas' words than with force 

34. How was Cineas received by the senators (lines 3-4)? A) with great suspicion B) with growing acceptance C) with outright hostility 

D) with laughter 

35. Line 5 telis us that Appius Claudius did not often come to the senate because he was blind and A) too old B) extremely heavy C) not well-liked 
D) naturally shy 

36. In line 6, graviter means A) to be serious B) seriously C) very seriously D) as seriously as possible 

37. In lines 6-7 (Dignitatem...accipietis), Appius Claudius says that, if the Romans accept Pyrrhus' ternis. A) they will gain safety and honor 

B) Pyrrhus will leave Italy honorably and in safety C) they will lose both safety and honor D) they will lose honor but gain safety 

38. What does Claudius offer in supportofhis opinion (line 7)? A) his age and experience B) his great wealth 

C) his knowledge of Pyrrhus'ways D) the greatness of his family 

39. In lines 7-9 (Huic...discesserit), what message does Appius Claudius give to Cineas? A) Peace must be gained at any cost 

B) Rome wants peace only through victory C) Rome is preparing to attack D) While the enemy is in Italy, peace is not possible 

40. Who does Cineas say holds power at Rome (lines 9-10)? A) priests B) soldiers C) slaves D) senators 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 


vi = by force 
aequas = fair 

Dignitatem = honor 


Hoc responso dato = This answer having been given 
visa est = seemed 



2002 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATINIII-IV PROSE LATIN III EXAM D 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. LATIN IV EXAM F 

1. Caesar acrius quam hostes pugnavit. A) which B) how C) than D) whom 

2. Triumpho acto , milites ad castra redierunt. A) In order to celebrate the triumph B) The triumph must be celebrated C) If he will celebrate the triumph 
D) When the triumph had been celebrated 

3. Cicero conspirationem civibus attente audientibus exposuit. A) listening B) about to listen C) having been heard D) having heard 

4. Rex se multos annos recturum esse putavit. A) had ruled B) would rule C) is ruling D) was ruling 

5. Lex quam cives cupiunt erit bona. A) whom B) who C) whose D) which 

6. Fero : tuli:: amo :_ A) amari B) amavi C) amati D) ama 

7. Romani, cum Caesarem maxime timeant, eum tamen laudant. A) with B) since C) while D) although 

8. Fulvia domum Ciceronis properavit ut ei Insidias narraret . A) so that she might teli B) as she was telling C) who told D) that she had told 

9. Defessus miles finem pugnandi fecit. A) by fighting B) of fighting C) having been fought D) to fight 

10. Pater cuique filio magnum agrum et pulchram villam dedit. A) with that very son B) by a certain son C) to each son D) since the son is his own 

11. Exercitus hostium videri trans flumen potuit. A) to have seen B) having been seen C) to be seen D) will be seen 

12. SI Romani acrius pugnavissent , hostes ex Italia egissent . A) fought...drove B) had fought...would have driven C) were fighting...would drive 
D) fight...will drive 

13. Romani milites non solum pro patria pugnaverunt sed etiam vias aedificaverunt. A) not alone.. .but together with B) neither...nor C) not some.. .but others 
D) not only.. .but also 

14. Scipio superare Carthaginienses quam celerrime conatus est . A) tries B) tried C) will try D) had tried 

15. Another way of saying Praetor recte iudicare debet is A) Accidit ut praetor recte iudicet B) Licet praetori recte iudicare C) Oportet praetorem recte iudicare 

D) Scid praetorem recte iudicare 

16. Imperator militibus clamavit. " Defendamus gloriam Romae!" A) Let us defend B) If only we had defended C) We could have defended D) We have defended 

17. "Hi barbari numquam Romani cives flent !" senator affirmavit. A) have become B) will become C) are becoming D)hadbecome 

18. "Semper," inquit mater filio, "dic vera." A) speaking B) to speak C) I have spoken D) speak 

19. The historian Livy is famous for his stories about A) the founding of Rome B) the history of Egypt C) Constantine's conversion to Christianity 

D) the fall of the Roman Empire 

20. Who defeated the forces of Pompey at the Battle of Pharsalia in 48 B.C., thereby gaining control of Rome? A) Scipio Africanus B) Marcus Cicero 
C) Julius Caesar D) Marcus Antonius 

21. At the king's death, his son claimed power de jure. A) with arrogance B) by law C) with hesitation D) by force 

22. Who was the enemy of Cicero who caused his exile in 58 B.C. and had an infamous sister thought to be "Lesbia" in the poems of Catullus? A) Crassus 

B) Cato C) Sulla D) Clodius 

23. The Roman date ante diem VI Kalendas Novembres is A) October 27 B) November 6 C) November 1 D) December 6 

24. A defendant in a court case enters a plea of nolo contendere when he A) asks that his bail be lowered B) does not want to contest the charge 

C) seeks a change in lawyers D) appeals his conviction 

25. Who were the spirits of nature, represented as beautiful young women, who inhabited and protected rivers, fountains, mountains, and woods? 

A) Graces B) Muses C) Sirens D) Nymphs 

26. Lucifer was the descriptive name used by the ancient Romans to refer to the A) North Wind B) secret cave of the Sibyl C) Moming Star 

D) prison at the edge of the Roman Forum 

27. Three sisters, Stheno, Euryale, and Medusa, were changed into these snaky-haired monsters. A) Furies B) Fates C) Harpies D) Gorgons 

28. A Roman running for political office was called a candidatus because he A) was secretive about his political position 

B) gave political speeches from the rostra C) handed out favors to voting citizens D) wore a gleaming white toga 

29. The teacher asked her students to explicate the difficult poem. A) read aloud with expression B) unfold the hidden meaning 

C) study the historical background D) imitate the style in a poem of their own 

READ THE STORY AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

PHILOSOPHY: THE GUIDE OF LIFE 
Cicero explains his regard for philosophy. 

O vitae Philosophia dux, 6 virtutis indagatrix expultrix que vitiorum ! Quid non modo 
nos, sed omnino vita hominum sine te esse potuisset? Tu urbes peperisti . tu dissipatos in 
societatem vitae convocasti. Tu eos inter se primo domiciliis, deinde coniugils iunxistl. 

Tu inventrix legum, tu magistra morum et disciplinae fuisti. Ad te confugimus; a te 
opem petimus; tibi nos, ut antea magna ex parte, sic nunc penitus totosque tradimus. 

Unus dies autem bene actus ex praeceptis tuis est anteponendus immortalitati peccanti . 

Cuius igitur potius opibus utamur quam tuis, quae et vitae tranquillitatem largita nobis es 
et terrorem mortis sustulisti? 

—Cicero, Tusculan Disputations, V. 5 (adapted) 

30. By addressing Philosophy directly (O Philosophia dux) and by using verbs throughout the passage in the second person singular, Cicero is using the literary 
device A) personification B) litotes C) oxymoron D) simile 

31. The word order of virtutis indagatrix expultrixque vitiorum (line 1) is an example of A) chiasmus B) hyperbole C) anaphora D) alliteration 

32. The rhetorical question in lines 1-2 (Quid...potuisset) asks A) whether philosophy is more important than religion 

B) if the life of mankind is of any value without philosophy C) whether ali students should be required to study philosophy in school 

D) why ali great leaders have not depended upon philosophy as their guide 

33. In lines 2-3 (tu...convocasti), philosophy is credited with A) unifying diverse peoples B) inventing language C) inspiring creativity D) encouraging individuality 

34. The antecedent of eos (line 3) is A) urbes B) dissipatos C) societatem D) vitae 

35. According to line 3 (Tu...iunxisti), philosophy gave rise to A) horne and marriage B) law and order C) leaming and scholarship D) strength and power 

36. In line 4 (Tu inventrix...fuisti), Cicero attributes to philosophy the development of A) sympathy for the poor B) feelings of patriotism 

C) laws and moral training D) ambition to succeed 

37. In line 5 (tibi...tradimus), philosophy is viewed as A)ascientist B)amerchant C)anauthor D) a protector 

38. Est anteponendus (line 6) is best translated A) has been preferred B) is preferred C) must be preferred D) had preferred 

39. In line 6 (Unus...peccanti), one day lived in accordance with philosophy is contrasted with A) an etemity of living immorally 
B) the power to rule the world tyrannically C) a treasury filled with gold gained illegally D) the immortality of the gods 

40. According to lines 7-8, what is one gifit that we receive from philosophy? A) wisdom B) pride C) serenity D) power 
Copyright 2002 


1 indagatrix = investigator; expultrix = expeller; vitiorum = crimes 

2 peperisti = you gave birth to; dissipatos = scattered 

3 

4 

5 opem = help; penitus = deeply 

6 peccanti = spent in wrongdoing 

7 largita es = you bestowed 

8 





2002 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATIN III-IV POETRY LATIN III EXAM E 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. LATIN IV EXAM G 

1. De moenibus Andromache milites op p u gnantes spectavit. A) who had been attacked B) about to attack C) as they were attacking D) about to be attacked 

2. Venus ab Olympo proficiscitur ut filium iuvet. A) was setting out B) did set out C) to set out D) is setting out 

3. Atalanta ve locius quam Hippomenes cucurrit. A) quickly B) so quickly C) more quickly D) most quickly 

4. Cui dono hoc libellum? A) To whom B) Who C) Whose D) By whom 

5. In rebus hominum di saepe se imposuerunt. A) to the gods B) of the god C) by the god D) the gods 

6. Alis sumptis , Amor ad arcem reginae advolavit. A) as he put on his wings B) would put on his wings C) after his wings had been put on 
D) to put on his wings 

7. Athena irata dixit se puellam in araneam mutaturam esse . A) would change B) is changing C) had changed D) was changing 

8. Heracles multo fortior quam Cacus erat. A) stronger B) much stronger C) a little stronger D) no stronger 

9. Si possem, sanior essem. A) If it is possible, I am healthier. B) If I were able, I would be healthier. C) If I had been able, I would have been healthier. 
D) I will be healthier, if I am able. 

10. Rogavi utrum viveret an periisset . A) whether he was living or had died B) although he lives, he must die C) if he was alive, he would die 
D) he lives in order to die 

11. Pegasus quasi avis per caelum volavit. A) as if B) and C) although D) because 

12. Ille primus me sjM iunxit. A) to them B) to himself C) to someone D) to herself 

13. Ferte, coloni, arma ad portum! A) You have brought B) To bring C) I will bring D) Bring 

14. Mutavitne luno puellam in vaccam piscemve ? A) or B) and C) but D) neither 

15. Laeti nautae coronas in naves imposuere . A) had placed B) are placing C) will place D) placed 

16. Dea Ceres per multas regiones filiae reperiendae causa erravit. A) frnding her daughter B) for the sake of finding her daughter 

C) having found her daughter D) for her daughter's cause 

17. Theseus labyrinthum intravit ut Minotauru m interficeret . A) in order to kill the Minotaur B) having killed the Minotaur C) after he kills the Minotaur 

D) as he kills the Minotaur 

18. How many disions occur in this line from Vergil? desuper infundam et tonitru caelum omne ciebo A) none B) one C) two D) three 

19- "__ ne credite, Teucri. Quidquid id est, timeo Danaos et dona ferentes." A) Equo B) Equi C) Equorum D) Equus 

20. Which one of these Greek writers had the greatest influence on the Roman lyric poets? A) Sophocles B) Sappho C) Euripides D) Plato 

21. The region of Colchis is located on the coast of the A) Mediterranean Sea B) Black Sea C) Atlantic Ocean D) Tyrrhenian Sea 

22. In the spring efflorescence delights us ali. A) nesting of birds B) unfolding of flowers C) walking on the beach D) baking bread 

23. The Battle of Philippi in 42 B.C. marked A) the victory of Julius Caesar over Vercingetorix B) Constantine's victory over Maxentius 

C) defeat of the Roman forces by Hannibal D) the victory of Octavian and Antony over the assassins of Julius Caesar 

24. You might say mirabile visu if you A) moumed the death of a pet B) worked as a slave C) saw the pyramids D) won a race 

25. Whom did the musician Orpheus hope to rescue by descending into the Underworld? A) Eurydice B) Clytemnestra C) Helen D) Scylla 

26. The tossing of a golden apple into the wedding banquet of Peleus and Thetis was the event which A) brought to an end the Roman monarchy 

B) led to the Trojan War C) signaled the fall of the Roman Empire D) foretold the ultimate defeat of Hannibal 

27. Cumae, Delphi, and Dodona were sites of ancient A) libraries B) military camps C) oracles D) shipbuilding centers 

READ THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

THE FLIGHT OF PHRIXUS AND HELLE 
The perilous adventure of a brother and sister 

... iUe vehit per freta longa duos. 1 ille refers to the ram; freta = seas 

Dicitur Infirma cornu tenuisse sinistra 2 cornu = hom (acc. case) 

femina, cum de se nomina fecit aquae. 3 femina = Helle; nomina = name 

Paene simul periit, dum vult succurrere lapsae 4 

frater, et extentas porrigit usque manus. 5 porrigit = stretches out 

Flebat, ut amissa gemini consorte pericli, 6 consorte = companion (i.e. Helle) 

caeruleo iunctam nescius esse deo. 7 caeruleo = blue; deo refers to Neptune 

Litoribus tactis aries fit sidus , at huius 8 sidus = constellation 

pervenit in Colchas aurea lana domos. 9 lana = wool 

—Ovid, Fasti III, lines 868-876 

28. In line 1, the ram is A) passing over two seas B) swimming along the coast C) getting very tired D) carrying two passengers 

29. The subject of the verb dicitur (line 2) is A) freta B) duos C) sinistra D) femina 

30. In line 2, the implication of infirma...sinistra is that A) Helle is asleep B) Helle is having difficulty holding on C) Helle is boldly confident 

D) Helle is waving goodbye 

31. The best translation of tenuisse (line 2) is A) to hold B) to be held C) to have held D) about to hold 

32. In line 3, we leam that A) the waters had many names B) Helle gave her name to the waters C) the name of the water was Phrixus 
D) water made the joumey difficult 

33. Paene...frater (lines 4-5) telis us that A) the ram died B) the ram flew C) Phrixus almost died D) they flew together 

34. The metrical pattem of the first four feet of line 4 is A) DSDS B) SDSD C) DDDS D) DDSS 

35. From Paene...manus in lines 4-5, we understand that A) Phrixus did not know that Helle had fallen B) Phrixus tried to help Helle 

C) Helle called out to her brother D) Phrixus feli from the ram 

36. In line 6, amissa...consorte is best translated A) as he loses his companion B) his companion about to be lost C) after his companion has been lost 

D) the companion will be lost 

37. Which of these is an example of interlocked word order? A) infirma cornu tenuisse sinistra B) simul periit dum vult C) Litoribus tactis aries fit 
D) amissa gemini consorte pericli 

38. In line 7, the framing effect of the placement of caeruleo and deo is to emphasize A) the embrace of the sea B) the loneliness of Phrixus 

C) the swiftness of the ram D) the color of the fleece 

39. What happens to the golden ram (line 8)? A) It is destroyed by the stars B) It falis into the sea C) It is tumed into a constellation 

D) Its homs become blue 

40. The last line alludes to the future quest of A) Jason B) Hercules C) Aeneas D) Theseus 
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ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM 


Latin V-VI 


LATIN V EXAM 5 
LATIN VI EXAM 6 


READ THE PASSAGES AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 


A FATHER WHO DESERVES NO RESPECT 

Pliny the Younger writes to his friend Attius Clemens to express his disapproval 
of the behavior of Regulus, a mutual acquaintance. 

Regulus filium amisit, hoc uno malo indignus. Quod nescio an malum putet. 
Erat puer acris ingenii sed ambigui, qui tamen posset recta sectari , si patrem non 
referret ... .Amissum tamen luget Insane. Habebat puer mannulos multos, habe¬ 
bat canes maiores minbresque, habebat luscinias , psittacos , merulas : omnes 
Regulus circa rogum trucidavit . Nec dolor erat ille, sed ostentatio 
doloris....Tenet se trans Tiberim in hortis, in quibus latissimum solum porticibus 
immensis, ripam statuis suis occupavit , ut est in summa avaritia sumptuosus, in 
summa Infamia gloriosus. Vexat ergb civitatem et, quod vexat, solacium putat. 
Dicit se velle ducere uxorem, hoc quoque sicut alia perverse. Audies nuptias 
lugentis, nuptias senis; quorum alterum immaturum, alterum serum est. Unde 
hoc augurer quaeris? Non quia affirmat ipse, qu5 mendacius nihil est, sed quia 
certum est Regulum esse facturum, quidquid fieri ndn oportet. Vale. 

—Pliny, Epistulae IV.2 


1 an = whether 

2 sectari = to follow 

3 referret = take after; luget = moums; mannulos = ponies 

4 luscinias, psittacos, merulas = nightingales, parrots, blackbirds 

5 trucidavit = slaughtered 

6 solum = ground 

7 ripam = riverbank; occupavit = filled 

8 civitatem = the city of Rome 

9 
10 
11 
12 


1. What is the best translation of hoc uno malo indignus (line 1)? A) by this one undeserved misfortune 

B) this evil and undeserving one C) not deserving this one misfortune D) undeserving for this unfortunate man 

2. To whom does indignus refer? A) Regulus B) the son of Regulus C) Pliny D) Attius Clemens 

3. The best translation of Quod...putet (line 1) is A) Whatever I think is misfortune B) Because he thinks I know misfortune 

C) I don't know whether he would think that a misfortune D) Whether he knows what I think 

4. According to lines 2-3, Regulus' son might have become an honest Citizen if he A) had lived longer B) did not act like his father 
C) had been able to teli right from wrong D) had not been dull-witted 

5. The phrase Habebat...merulas (lines 3-4) contains asyndeton and A) synecdoche B) metonomy C) anaphora D) metaphor 

6. The asyndeton in luscinias, psittacos, merulas (line 4) A) adds emphasis to the word omnes B) slows down the conclusion of the sentence 
C) draws attention away from the dead son D) downplays the number of animals 

7. In lines 4-6, how does Pliny characterize Regulus' actions around the funeral pyre (omnes...doloris)? A) relief that his son is dead 
B) a father's normal reaction to his son's death C) grief in keeping with the Stoic tradition D) a false display of grief 

8. Tenet se (line 6) means A) he lives B) he studies C) he entertains D) he works 

9. Which feature of a typical Roman villa is NOT mentioned in describing Regulus' villa across the Tiber (lines 6-7)? A) gardens 

B) spacious grounds C) fountains D) colonnades 

10. When Regulus retreats to his villa (lines 6-8), he is surrounded by A) sad reminders of his son B) peace and quiet of the countryside 

C) a showy display of his wealth D) loving friends and caring servants 

11. Besides anaphora, what literary device does Pliny use in in summa avaritia sumptuosus, in summa infamia gloriosus (lines 7-8) to rein- 
force his description and opinion of the villa? A) litotes B) apostrophe C) tmesis D) parallel construction 

12. What is the meaning of avaritia (line 7)? A) wealth B) greed C) sorrow D) generosity 

13. How does Regulus find consolation (line 8 quod...putat)? A) many Romans cross the Tiber to pay their respects 

B) the emperor sends commemorative statues C) he enjoys annoying his fellow-citizens D) he is able to be left alone in his villa 

14. In line 9, se velle is best translated A) to wish oneself B) he wishes C) they do wish D) she wishes 

15. Pliny says that Regulus'desire to remarry (line 9) A) is wrong B) might comfort Regulus C) is none of his concem 

D) would not be allowed by the state 

16. What is the best translation of lugentis (line 10)? A) to those mouming B) of the one mouming C) by those mouming 
D) the one having been moumed 

17. What is the best translation of alterum immaturum, alterum serum (line 10)? A) the one too early, the other too late 

B) both young and old C) one early, a certain one late D) not only the young, but also the old 

18. What question does Pliny ask in Unde hoc augurer quaeris? A) Why must a prophet be sought? B) What do you predict? 

C) Do you ask how I come to predict this? D) How do I seek a prophecy? 

19. In line 11, mendacius is best translated as A) dishonest B) more dishonest C) most dishonest D) dishonestly 

20. According to Pliny, what is certain about Regulus (line 12)? A) he will announce his pians when he knows them 

B) he is swayed by public opinion C) he will do only what he is allowed to do D) he will do what shouldn't be done 
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21 . 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 
29. 


30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 


ON HIS OWN PORTRAIT 

A poet contemplates an image of himself. 

Quis mihi te similem sic fecit, dulcis imago? 
Quam vere vultus exprimis ipsa meos! 

Tu palles, me pallor habet; tu lumine caeco, 

caecus ego; nulla (heu!) mens tibi, nulla mihi. 

Vita tuos artus, et nostros vita reliquit; 

muta taces, muta est haec mea lingua: tacet. 

Tu sine corde manes, maneo sine corde; moraris 
hic sola, hic solus nocte dieque moror. 

Membra geris tenui et fragili contexta papyro, 
in tenui et fragili cortice figor inops . 

NI1 nisi vana mei tu corporis umbra vel aura, 
corporibus par est umbra vel aura meis. 

Non multo duras tu tempore, tempore multo 
ndn duro; fies tu cinis, ipse cinis. 

Ambo pares: at laeta magis tu desis : amorem 
non sentis, miserum me facit asper amor. 

—Girolamo Angeriano (A.D. 1512) 


1 

2 

3 

4 mens = spirit, soul 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 membra = elements 

10 cortex, corticis, m. = bark, skin; figor, (figo, figere) = fasten; inops = helpless 

11 
12 

13 

14 

15 degis, (dego, degere) = live 

16 asper = harsh, bitter 


Who asks the question in line 1? A) Quis B) te C) dulcis imago D) poeta (understood) 

Sic (line 1) means A) as much B) so C) just D) it's true 

Ipsa (line 2) refers to A) ego (understood) B) vultus C) vere D) imago 

Palles (line 3) is A) an adjective B) a noun C) a verb D) an adverb 

In lines 3-4, the face in the portrait is described as A) old B) sightless C) distorted D) bright 

The case and number of nulla...nulla (line 4) are A) nominative singular B) ablative singular C) nominative plural D) accusative plural 

Line 4 suggests that A) the portrait Controls his life B) he intends to escape from the portrait 

C) he and the portrait share a feeling of emptiness D) the portrait will be his salvation 

The best translation of reliquit (line 5) is A) has abandoned B) has bequeathed C) has grown old D) has committed a criminal act 

The scansion of line 6, the pentameter line of an elegiae couplet, is 

A) __ / _ u u / _ // _uu/_uu/_ 

B) _uu/_uu/_ 

C) _uu/_uu/_//_uu/_uu/_ 

D) _uu / __ / _// _uu/_uu/_ 

The best translation of haec (line 6) is A) these things B) that C) she D) this 

In lines 7-8 (moraris...moror), the poet says A) they will remain together B) he remains always alone C) the portrait now holds his heart 

D) the portrait alone will last 

The best translation of hic... hic (line 8) is A) this one.. .that one B)he...it C) here...here D) this... the other 

Lines 9-10 suggest that both the portrait and the poet are A) composed of many vivid lines and colors B) unable to escape 

C) gaining strength each day D) neglected and malnourished 

To what does cortice (line 10) refer? A) the skin of the poet B) the surface of the portrait C) the potential of a growing tree 

D) the roughness of the tree 

In lines 11-12, how are the portrait and the author said to be the same? A) each seems only a shadow of something real 

B) they both seem vain and arrogant C) they are protected under a divine golden shadow D) they are both beginning a long joumey 

What does the poet say about time in lines 13-14? A) time acts more harshly on humans than on works of art 

B) there is no more time for complaints C) the portrait will last for a longer time than the poet D) time is short for both of them 

What word is understood in the phrase ipse cinis (line 14)? A) non B) tempus C) fiam D) cinerem 
An English word derived from cinis (line 14) is A) cinch B) rescind C) fascination D) incinerator 

Cur est imago laetior quam scriptor (lines 15-16)? A) imago non sentit amorem B) imago amorem laetum habet 

C) ambo mox morituri sunt D) imago est pulchrior 

The ending of the poem could be read as A) an announcement of the early death of the poet 

B) evidence that the poet may finally be capable of happiness C) an explanation of the poet's despair in the poem 

D) his decision to destroy the offensive portrait 
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INTRO: A FARMER AND fflS HARVEST 

A farmer has a field. In <he field there is grain and the fanner is caring for the grain. Soon the farmer will cut down the grain. The 
farmer is in the field with (his) son. The farmer says to (his) son, “The grain is ripe. I shall call (my) friends and they will bring help to 
me.” The farmer is sad because (his) friends do not come. Then the fanner comes to the field with (his) son a second time. The fanner says 
to (his) son, “(My) friends are not coming. I shall call (my) relatives. They will bring help to me.” Again the farmer is sad because the 
relatives do not come. The fanner comes into the field with (his) son again. The fanner says, “(My) friends and relatives are not coming. 
Tomonow I will cut down the grain myself.” The fanner cuts down the grain and makes bread. They eat the bread and the fanner says, 
“The bread is very good because I have cut down the grain myself.” 

LATIN I: TWO GIRLS AND TWO HORSES 

Once upon a time Maria had a beautiful horse. The name of the horse was Rex. (Her) friend, Lucia by name, did not have a horse but 
wanted a horse. Then (her) grandmother wrote a letter to Lucia, “I shall give my horse to you. The name of the horse is Maximus 
because he has veiy big feet and veiy big ears.” The happy Lucia loved (her) horse! AE were praising Maria’s beautiful horse but they 
were making fun of of Lucia’s horse. Rex, Maria’s horse, was running well and was always receiving a prize. Maximus was tiying 
often but was not receiving a prize. Then there was a big horse competition. There were many spectators. It was raining and there was 
much mud in the field. The horses were not able to run weE in the deep mud. Maximus however was able to run weU because his very 
big feet did not sink in the mud. Maximus was the winner! He received a prize! AU shouted, “Congratulations!” 

LATIN II: WHAT PRICE FOR PEACE? 

After many victories, King Pyrrhus was seeking peace with the Romans and he sent (his) envoy Cineas to the senate. Conceming 
his friend Cineas, this was often said by Pynhus: “I have seized more cities by the words of Cineas than by force and arms.” When he 
came into the Roman senate, Cmeas was praising Pyrrhus and the fair teims of peace; he was tuming the senators toward peace. Then 
Appius Claudius, who was not often coming into the senate because he was blind and too old, seriously wamed the senators: “You 
wEl lose honor and safety, if you accept these teims. I, who am an old man and have seen many things, say these things to you. To this 
envoy of the king briefly answen the Romans wiU estabhsh peace with no enemy who has not departed from our lands.” This answer 
having been given, Cineas retumed to Pynhus and said to the king, “To me, Rome seemed to be a temple, and its senators are kings.” 

LAUN m-IV PROSE: PHILOSOPHY: THE GUIDE OF LIFE 

O Philosophy, leader of Ufe, O investigator or virtue and expeEer of crimes. Without you, what could not only we but, altogether, 
the life of mankind have been able to be? You gave birth to cities, you called together into feUowship of life those who had been 
scattered. You joined those among themselves first by homes, then by marriages. You have been the inventor of laws, the teacher of 
morals and of leaming. We flee to you; from you we seek help; we hand over ourselves to you, as earlier we did for the most part, so 
nov deeply and completely. Moreover, one day hved weU and in accordance with your precepts must be prefeired to immortality 
spent in 'Vrongdoing. Whose help, therefore,-should we use rather than yours (you) who have bestowed on us the tranquility of life 
and have removed the terror of death. 

LATIN m-IV POETRY: THE FLIGHT OF PHRIXUS AND HELLE 

That (ram) canies the two through vast seas. The woittan (HeUe) is said to have held the hom with a weak left hand, when she 
gave the name to the water from herself. At the same time (her) brother almost perished, whEe he was wishing to help her as she feU, 
and stretches out his hands extended aU the way. He was weeping because, with his companion of the double perii lost, (he was) 
unaware that she had been joined to the blue god. After the shore has been reached, the ram becomes a constellation, but the golden 
wool of this (ram) arrives at the Colchian homes. 

LATIN V-VI PROSE: A FATHER WHO DESERVES NO RESPECT 

Regulus lost his son, not deserving this one evE. I don’t know whether he would think that a misfortune. He was a boy of sharp 
but unreliable character, who nevertheless could have followed a straight (path), if he would not have taken after his father. 
Neveitheless. he moums (his) lost (son) insanely. The boy used to have many ponies, used to have dogs, larger and smaUer, used to 
have nightingales, panots, blackbirds: all Regulus slaughtered around the funeral pyre. That was not grief, but a show of grief.... He 
Uves across the Tiber in his gardens, in which he has filled the very wide ground with huge porticoes, the riverbank with his own 
statues, and he is in the greatest greed lavish, in the greatest notoriety boastful. Therefore, he annoys the city and, because he annoys 
(it), he thinks it comfort He says that he wants to marry, this also, as other things, (is) wiong. You wiE hear (about) the wedding of a 
moumer, the wedding of an old man; one of which is too eariy, the other is too late. Do you ask how I come to predict this? Not 
because he himself, than whom nothing is more dishonest, declares this, but because it is certain that Regulus is going to do whatever 
ought not to be done. FareweU. 

LATIN V-VI POETRY: ON HIS OWN PORTRAIT 

Who has made you so similar to me, Sweet hnage? How truly you express my face! You (grow) pale, paHor holds me; you (are) 
with blind vision, I (am) blind; no spirit, alas, (is) io you, no (spirit) to me. Life has left your limbs, and life has left mine; mute, you are 
silent; mute is this tongue of mine: it is silent You remain without heart, I remain without heart; you remain here alone, here I remain 
alone night and day. You display your elements woven on thin and fragEe papyrus, I am fastened, helpless, in a thin and fragEe skin. 
You are nothing except an empty shadow, or aura, of my body, a shadow or aura is the equal to my body. You do not endure for much 
time, much time I do not endure; you wEl bcome ash, I (will become) ash. (We are) both equal: but you live more happEy (than I): 

Love you do not feel; bitter Love makes me wietehed. 
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